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Parishioners about to start the 'Boundary Walk', 2004 

 
Produced with the assistance of grants from:- 
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Ian Pritchard, (chairman), and Bill Taylor. 
 
 

The Parish Plan team wish to thank Mr Colin Houlgrave for permission to use his village 
millennium sign on the front cover of this publication 
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TThhee  PPllaann  
 
 
A Parish Plan is a document that is compiled by the aspirations and 
opinions of people in the local community. It is a plan of what people 
see as their vision of the future and how they would like to see the 
parish develop over future years. It also contains 'actions' necessary to 
achieve those objectives. The actions can be instigated by various 
groups, both within and outside the parish, and should also assist with 
grant applications for funding. 
 
It originally began in 2001 when the Countryside Agency set up a 
scheme called the Vital Villages Programme. In the West Midlands region 
forty million pounds was allocated to the scheme. Under the programme 
were four different types of grant, the Parish Transport Grant, Rural 
Transport Grant, Community Services Grant and the Parish Plan. 
 
For each parish £5,000 was available for a Parish Plan and this had to be 
applied for by the parish council. The parish council acts as the main 
body responsible for the Parish Plan. They should then set up a Parish 
Plan group combining various people from the local community. The 
parish council must provide 5% cash match funding, and 20% voluntary 
labour from the community. 
 
In Kings Bromley, work on the plan began back in September 2004. 
Discussions took place to assess the best way to set up a group and 
produce a questionnaire. 
 
Between October and November 2004 a questionnaire, covering a 
variety of topics, was delivered to all households in Kings Bromley, and a 
separate youth questionnaire was circulated to parishioners under the 
age of 18. From the response of the surveys the results were collated, 
and assessed.  
 
The working group have looked at the issues raised, and discussed 
possible solutions that will move the important issues forward. The 
results of this work has produced this Parish Plan publication, which can 
be used as a guide for the future of this parish, and can also help to 
obtain funding for the many organisations that contribute so much to the 
rural life-style of Kings Bromley. 
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The Community Groups  
of  

Kings Bromley 
 
 
 All Saints Church                                                   
 Kings Bromley Bowling Club  
 Kings Bromley Conservative Branch  
 Kings Bromley Cricket Club  
 Kings Bromley Gardening Guild  
 Kings Bromley Historians  
 Kings Bromley and District Horticultural Society  
 Neighbourhood Watch  
 Kings Bromley Parent & Carer Baby & Toddler Group, 
 Kings Bromley Pre-School  
 Kings Bromley Parish Council  
 Kings Bromley Royal British Legion Branch  
 Kings Bromley Snooker Club  
 Kings Bromley Theatre Group  
 Kings Bromley Voluntary Car Scheme  
 Kings Bromley Village Hall  
 Kings Bromley Wednesday Club  
 Kings Bromley Weight Training Club  
 Kings Bromley Women's Institute  
 Richard Crosse Church of England Primary School 
 Richard Crosse Church of England Primary School Care Club 
 Richard Crosse Church of England Primary School PTA  
 Swifts Football Club  
 Yoxall & Kings Bromley Beavers  
 
 
 
 
 
There are other groups including - 
 Bingo Club 
 Kings Bromley Christadelphians 
 Kings Bromley Fishing Club 
 Kings Bromley Sailing Club 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THESE GROUPS PLEASE CONTACT THE 
PARISH CLERK, SUE BUXTON AT FOUR OAKS FARM, HADLEY END, YOXALL, 
BURTON, DE14 8PF OR CALL 01543 472346 
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Cllr Pritchard laying the parish council's wreath on Remembrance Sunday, 2004,  
with the Kings Bromley Royal British Legion president, Dr Ken Crittenden, (left) 

looking on  together with the Revd Ty Leyland (right) and All Saints Church Choir. 



 5 

AA  BBRRIIEEFF  HHIISSTTOORRYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  PPAARRIISSHH  OOFF  KKIINNGGSS  BBRROOMMLLEEYY  
  

The settlement of Kings Bromley dates back far beyond Doomsday (1086), and 
has slowly developed into an interesting mixture of thatched cottages, rustic tiled 
dwellings, a nursing home, smart modern houses, and an ancient well preserved 
church. A few small businesses have recently evolved, but a handful of farms still 
remain in the parish.  
 The most famous residents were Godiva, and her husband Leofric, earl of 
Mercia who came to their summer home, near the river Trent, to hunt in the dense 
woodlands that covered most of this area. Leofric died here, and the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle records that "... on 30 October, (1057), Earl Leofric passed away. He was 
very wise in all matters, both religious and secular, that benefited all this nation. He 
was buried at Coventry, and his son Ælfgar succeeded to his authority..."Ælfgar, is 
their only known child. His daughter Algitha, (also  known as Ealdgyth), was wed to 
Harold Godwineson in the church at Kings Bromley. Their marriage soon ended when 
Harold was killed at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. So Godiva, reputed to be one of 
the four or five richest women in England with estates valued at £160, was for a 
short time, the grandmother to the queen of England. At Godiva's death in 1067, her 
lands were forfeited to the Norman king, William the Conqueror. 
  Although the entry for Kings Bromley in Pigot and Co's National Commercial 
Directory for 1842 tells us that, The church, dedicated to All Saints is a neat 
structure, and contains the remains of Lady Godiva, most historians agree that her 
burial place is next to her husband, within the Benedictine Priory of St Mary in 
Coventry, which she so generously endowed. 

The Manor of Kings Bromley  
 

 
 

Kings Bromley Hall, drawn by J P Neale, c1820s 
 
 With the transfer of land to William I, Bromley Regis became Crown-land, and 
could be farmed-out (rented) at the will of the king. In the History, Gazetteer and 
Directory of Staffordshire, (1851) by William White, Kings Bromley is described as, a 
well built village on the south bank of the Trent, comprising within its parish 704 
inhabitants, and a champaign territory (land divided into strips under the open field 
system) of 3463 acres, of which nearly 1000 acres formed an open heath or 
common, till the commencement of the present century; but it has been enclosed at 
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various periods, under an act passed in 1799. The manor was anciently called Brom 
Legge, and derived its present name from being the property of the Crown for nearly 
two centuries after the Norman conquest. Henry III granted the manor to the 
Corbets, who sold it, in 1569, to Francis Agard, of Ireland, for £1240. About 1670, it 
was sold by Charles Agard, esq, to John Newton, of the island of Barbados; and in 
1794, it was bequeathed by Elizabeth Newton to her cousins, John and Thomas 
Lane, Esqres.  
 The Earl of Lichfield, Mrs Owen, and Mr G Warner, have estates in the parish; 
but the principal owner and present lord of the manor, is John Newton Lane Esq, 
who resides at Bromley Hall, which is a handsome mansion, surrounded by an 
extensive park well wooded and stocked with deer. 
 After the death of John Lane, a descendent of Jane Lane, who assisted Charles 
II to flee to the Continent, the manor eventually passed to the last resident lord of 
the manor, John Henry Hervey Vincent Lane. On February 22, 1917, at the age of 
forty-nine he died from pneumonia and pleurisy, leaving a widow, the Hon. Grace 
Louisa Lane, and seven children. The funeral service was conducted by Revd W V 
Chilwell, the vicar of All Saints Church, and now J H H V Lane rests in the peaceful 
churchyard.  
 What was left of the Lane family departed from their manorial home during 
1921, and Bromley Hall, with its lands and buildings, was put on the market. Unable 
to reach the asking price, eventually Bromley Hall was demolished, and the manor 
was sold off in separate lots. A large area of the once picturesque deer park is now 
part of the Hanson gravel pit but the lake, extended by the quarrying, is well used by 
the Kings Bromley Sailing Club, and also by the Kings Bromley Fishing Club. 
 Apparently, in past times, Kings Bromley was a healthy place to live. In his 
Histories of the Counties of Stafford and Oxon, published during the seventeenth 
century, Dr Robert Plott, tell us about Mary Cooper, who saw her descendants to the 
6th generation; and all of them alive at the same time, so that she could say to her 
daughter, "Rise daughter, go to they daughter, for they daughter's daughter has got 
a daughter." Of course, this lady did not have to put up with the heavy amount of 
traffic that pollutes the parish today. 
 

The Church of All Saints 
 

 
 

The tower of All Saints Church looking from Yoxall Road 
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The Church of All Saints - continued ...... 
 

 In his Sketches in and around Lichfield and Rugeley, published in 1892, Alfred 
Williams says that, This church evidently dates from very early times. In the 
churchyard are the remains of an ancient cross which it is supposed marks the site 
where probably service was held before any stone building was erected. It is equally 
reasonable to surmise that this cross stood upon the spot where stood the old church 
of St Peter, in pre-Norman times, founded by Leofric, the fifth Earl of Mercia. 
 Originally built in the Norman style, All Saints has been enlarged and repaired in 
various styles. It has a tower that houses six bells, and fine specimens of stained 
glass adorn its windows, including the new stained glass which commemorated the 
new millennium. 
 In The State of the English Church in Staffordshire, published in 1586 by com-
mand of Elizabeth I, the entry for King Bromley reads - A prebend; impropriate to the 
Church at Lichfield. Curate, Mr Mote; seldom preacheth  Mr Mote is certainly a 
different cup of tea from our present priest in charge, the Reverend Ty Leyland, who 
constantly works hard to make the church a welcoming place for all parishioners. 
 
The Kings Bromley United Charity 
 
 According to William White's History, Gazetteer of Staffordshire, 1851, Ralph Crosse, 
of Babbington, founded the almshouses for seven poor women of the parish during 1699 , 
'and gave an annuity of £4 each, to be paid out of an estate at Bromley Regis, which 
passed about 20 years ago, with the heiress of the Cooper family, to Mr Michael Poyser. 
The almshouses were rebuilt in 1806 by John Lane Esq.' These almshouses (in Alrewas 
Road) are now demolished, but the almshouses endowed by Miss Tomline in 1889, 
originally for three poor men, still stand at the corner of Manor Road.  

 

 
The almshouses on the corner of Manor Road/Yoxall Road 

 
 The parish inhabitants also benefited from several other charities, including one 
that 'put out poor children as apprentices'. All of these charities were amalgamated 
into the Kings Bromley United Charity which is run by its own trustees. The trustees 
have the task of finding the considerable funds needed to maintain the three 
surviving almshouses, and they also present bibles to the children when they leave 
the Richard Crosse school. 
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The Richard Crosse School 
 
 Richard Crosse bequeathed a 55 acre farm at Marchington Woodland to support 
a 'Free School', and a schoolmaster. But he insisted that "provided the lord of the 
manor would give an acre of ground for the site of the said school and play ground." 
The original school premises were exchanged in 1815, by John Lane, for a new 
school and house near the village. It was open to the boys of the whole parish, and 
the rectors of Yoxall and Hamstall Ridware were the trustees. 
 Kelly's Directory of 1896 states that the school held 100 children and the 
average attendance was 56. At that time the master was Isaac Cresswell. Also an 
infants' school was built in 1851 for 50 children. The average attendance at this 
school was 30, and Mrs Louisa Averill was the mistress. 
 

 

The Richard Crosse Church of England Primary School 
 
 Today, the school has been brought into the new millennium by its present 
headteacher, Mr P J Lovern. Aided by the governors and staff, Mr Lovern has overseen 
an impressive new classroom added, and the latest teaching-aid technology installed. 

The Trent and Mersey Canal 
 

 
Edward's Creamery, at Bromley Hayes wharf 

      When this canal was constructed 
in the second half of the 18th 
century, the then lord of the manor, 
John Newton, insisted the canal was 
kept a mile away from Bromley Hall.  
       The money to build the canal 
was raised by a share issue bought 
by local landowners, manufacturers 
and merchants. Around £30 per acre 
was the purchase price of the land, 
and the canal's original estimated 
construction cost was £130,000, but 
at completion it cost around 
£300,000.  
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The Trent and Mersey Canal - continued ........... 
 
 
 Bromley Wharf brought a great 
deal of canal trade through Kings 
Bromley.  
 At its peak, thirty boats stopped 
there each day. This included a 
fortnightly load of coal, from Rugeley, 
for the Edwards Creamery. The 
creamery no longer stands but, near 
the wharf, a large marina has been 
built which guarantees that this stretch 
of the canal will be well-used in the 
future. 

 
Bromley Hayes wharf as it is today 

 

Population 
 
 The first census of 1801 gave a figure of 454 inhabitants for this parish, and the 
population rose and fell during the next hundred years peaking, in 1891, at 960 
inhabitants, and falling to 492 inhabitants at the 1901 census. By the next census, 
1911, the figure had risen to 602 inhabitants. Then with the building of around a 
hundred new homes, during the last quarter of the twentieth century, the population 
doubled to around 1,200 inhabitants. These new dwellings are situated at The 
Grange, Leofric Close, and Lanes Close, but no provision was made for affordable 
housing, and this forced many of the new generation of the old Kings Bromley 
families to leave the parish. 
 To some extent this has been remedied by the HomeZone development of 
twelve affordable homes, for renting, at Chamberlain Close which lies at the eastern 
end of the parish, off Alrewas Road. 
 

 
 

Affordable homes at Chamberlain Close  
 
The Parish Plan team thank, local historian and author, (Mrs) Ivy Butcher for verifying this history, and 
the Kings Bromley Historians for the photograph of Edwards Creamery. 
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TTHHEE  PPLLAANN  
 

  

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  
  

 

The questionnaire was distributed to 430 households, and 149 questionnaires were 
returned. Of those that were returned the graph below identifies the number of 
males and females within each age group who responded. 
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LLOOCCAALL  SSTTAATTIISSTTIICCSS 
Population of Kings Bromley  = around 1200 
20% under 16 - 51% aged between 16 & 59 

& 29% aged 60 plus 
 

 

95% of parishioners consider that their dwelling fulfil their requirements 
 

CCHHIILLDDCCAARREE  &&  SSCCHHOOOOLLIINNGG  
 
Over 30% of children in Kings Bromley attend tweenies, or pre-school. There is also 
a Care Club at the Richard Crosse School. Childcare facilities, therefore, are 
considered good.  
 
Thirty-eight percent of children attend state primary school and the remainder attend 
private primary school, state secondary school or private secondary school. Childcare 
has not been highlighted as an issue. 
 
HHOOUUSSIINNGG  
 
Comments were expressed, in the survey, about how Kings Bromley could 
accommodate new housing without increasing the facilities. The lack of facilities 
included no shop/post office, garage, poor public transport and insufficient secondary 
schools, because the local ones are already full. 
 
Other comments indicated that large estates were unwelcome, limited development 
was acceptable, and a housing stock that should encourage a mix of residents. 
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Household - continued ............... 
 

TTHHEE  IISSSSUUEESS::  
  
��  Some demand for low cost housing  

32% of parishioners say that houses in Kings Bromley are too expensive 
 
��  Demand for bungalows  
 20% of parishioners would like to move to a bungalow 
 
��  Demand for 2 bedroomed dwellings  

20% of parishioners would like to move to a 2 bedroomed dwelling 
 
��  Future of new dwelling 

56.8% of parishioners feel that Kings Bromley does not need more new 
housing  

 
  

MMoorree  ddeemmaanndd  ffoorr  aaffffoorrddaabbllee  ddwweelllliinnggss,,  ffoorr  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  
bbuuyyeerrss,,  wwaass  aallssoo  iinnddiiccaatteedd  ssoo  tthhaatt  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  

ppaarriisshhiioonneerrss  ccaann  rreemmaaiinn  iinn  tthhee  ppaarriisshh  
 

 
 

TTHHEE  VVIISSIIOONN  
 
A diversity of houses that complements the environment and respects the 
historical,  and natural environment. 
 
The provision of low cost housing, either through natural occurrence on 
the housing market, or through a low cost housing scheme. 
 
Limited housing development with no large estates and consideration of 
two bedroomed dwellings and bungalows. 
 

 
 

The A513, Alrewas Road 
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
 

 
It is an accepted fact, in today’s society, that there are too many vehicles on the 
roads. The continuing reliance on private cars is damaging to the environment, is a 
wasteful use of fossil fuels, and can affect the quality of the lives of people living 
alongside highways, as well as being a hazard to those who wish to use the road for 
cycling, walking, running or horse riding. 
 
It is generally recognized that people will not be persuaded out of their cars unless 
there is a reliable and economic alternative forms of transport. Public transport is 
vital for those who do not have access to cars and the elderly who no longer drive. 
 
The Countryside Agency's Vital Village programme was a short term funding stream 
that attempted to tackle these rural issues. However, it is anticipated that in 2005 / 
2006 a new fund will replace the later to enable community groups that have 
identified a need to seek funding. The Parish Plan with help achieve successful 
funding bids.  
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Graph illustrating the main transport methods in Kings Bromley 
 
The graph shows that 90% of people in Kings Bromley use a car or van as 
their main mode of transport. There maybe simple solutions to the 
provision of transport that can reduce this number. 
 
TTHHEE  IISSSSUUEESS  

 
Ø Improvements to the established bus services with an increased 

number of routes, and better disabled access 
 
Ø Reliance on cars for all day to day activities 

 
Ø Lack of facilities for cyclists 

 
Ø Taxis are expensive and rarely available 

 
Ø Need to publicise and expand voluntary car scheme 
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Public Transport - continued .......... 
LLOOCCAALL  BBUUSS  SSEERRVVIICCEE  
 
There is a bus service available in Kings Bromley, however, concerns were raised 
about improvements that are required to the service to enable more people to use it. 
Improvement to the routes available, and access for disabled people came top of the 
list. One person commented that a regular mini-bus service to Lichfield along the 
A515 would be beneficial along with more bus shelters.  
 

 
 

Graph illustrating, in percentages, bus improvements that parishioners would like to see 
 

VVOOLLUUNNTTAARRYY  TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTT  SSCCHHEEMMEE  
 
Ø 17.7% of car owners would be prepared to take part in a voluntary 

car scheme  
 
Ø 28% of people would use the service occasionally if they were 

aware of it. 
 
FFAACCIILLIITTIIEESS  FFOORR  CCYYCCLLIISSTTSS  
 
Ø 41.7% of people stated that facilities for cyclists are poor, only 1 

person said they were good. 
 
VVIISSIIOONN  FFOORR  TTHHEE  FFUUTTUURREE  
 
Ø Continue cycle tracks through village 
Ø Cycle track for the whole of Wood End Lane 
Ø More cycle tracks that go to designated places such as Alrewas, 

Lichfield etc, with sufficient room for both cyclists and cars 
Ø Look at possible funding sources for bus shelters 
Ø Compile a list of volunteers for the voluntary transport scheme* 
Ø Once a voluntary transport scheme is in place promote it 
Ø Liaise with Lichfield District Rural Transport Partnership and look at 

increasing the number of bus routes 
Ø Liaise with Lichfield District Council's Rural Transport Partnership 

and look at improvements to the already running bus services 
Ø Encourage more localised car sharing 
 

* This is not the voluntary transport scheme that is restricted to taking the elderly or 
disabled for medical appointments or shopping. This scheme is already up and running. 
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TRAFFIC 
 

 
 
There is a great volume of speeding traffic along the A513, and the A515, which is of 
considerable concern to parishioners. Some traffic control has now been provided in 
the form of chicanes (build-outs) along the A513, and flashing 30mph signs along 
the south and north approach to the settlement on the A515. A volunteer hand-held 
speed gun scheme is now operative, and the volume of speeding traffic has proved 
the need for further traffic controls. 
 
The questionnaire results revealed many areas in the parish that can be viewed as 
'dangerous’ or 'hazardous’. Several comments were received suggesting that Alrewas 
Road, (the A513), requires a pedestrian crossing at the junction with the A515, 
together with a safety camera near Chamberlain Close, a weight restriction, speed 
limit signs, and a footway is also required between Chamberlain Close and Lant 
Close.   
 

 
 

No footway along the busy Alrewas Road between the  
Homezone development at Chamberlain Close and Lant Close  

 
Parishioners living along, or near, Wood End Lane commented that this road requires 
speed cameras, traffic calming and a weight limit. 
 
Suggestions for Yoxall Road, (the A515), included that there should be a 30mph 
flashing light on the north approach to the settlement, (by the church), or more 
speed controls such as chicanes, or a safety camera. 
 
Unfortunately, in some places it may not be possible to improve safety without 
expensive measures. The primary solution is that vehicles should be driven with care. 
The parish council will always consult with the Staffordshire County Council for 
solutions in areas where effective measures can be taken, this is inevitably a long, 
slow process that is limited by the finances available. 
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Traffic - continued .............. 
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Graph illustrating the percentage of support for speed control measures 

 
TTRRAAFFFFIICC  ––TTHHEE  IISSSSUUEESS  
 
Ø Speed reduction throughout parish 
Ø Weight restrictions in certain areas 
Ø Prioritisation of road danger spots and lobby for action where 

practical 
Ø More safety cameras and 'slow down’ road markings 
Ø Continue the volunteer hand-held speed gun scheme and attempt 

to get more volunteers involved 
 
PPAARRKKIINNGG  

 
Only one question within the questionnaire discussed parking. 73% of people in 
Kings Bromley do not experience parking problems. However, 27% of people do and 
many people added additional comments, which are summarised in the issues box. 
 
AACCTTIIOONNSS  ((TTRRAAFFFFIICC  &&  PPAARRKKIINNGG))  
 

Ø Investigate the possibility of installing ‘Variable Message 
Signs’ at points along roads in the parish 

Ø Lobby support from district and county councillors and 
also the member of parliament 

Ø Investigate the possibility of speed limits, weight limits 
and speed calming measures in certain parts of the 
village 

Ø Consult with the police regarding parking issues 
 
  

PPAARRKKIINNGG  ––  TTHHEE  IISSSSUUEESS  
 

Ø Insufficient parking at the HomeZone development 
Ø Concern over pavement parking 
Ø Crawley Lane dwelling entrances often blocked on the 

school run 
Ø Parking across other entrances to dwellings 
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PPaarrkkiinngg  --  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ..............  
TTHHEE  VVIISSIIOONN  --  PPAARRKKIINNGG  &&  TTRRAAFFFFIICC  
  
Ø A future where motorised vehicles do not affect the quality of life  of 

people living in the parish would be welcomed.  
Ø Cars should be driven with care and consideration for everyone 

using the road and for the environment. 
Ø Safety cameras and more traffic calming methods should be 

introduced throughout the parish. 
Ø Measures should be carried out to reduce the amount of car parking 

obstructions near dwellings. 
 
 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 

 
Some areas in Kings Bromley have experienced low 
water pressure, and a number of power cuts, although 
the latter now appears to have been rectified.  
 
In addition, there has been two serious floods during 
the past 20 years.  
 
According to the Environmental Agency, parts of this 
parish will flood only every 100 years. 
 
The results of the questionnaire show that 77.1% of 
residents have experienced no flooding problems. 

 
 

 

 

TTHHEE  IISSSSUUEESS  
 
Ø Poor maintenance of road verges, only 9.3% said that the standard 

of maintenance is good 
Ø Too many power cuts 
Ø Dog fouling 
Ø Speeding traffic was identified as the major nuisance in the parish 
Ø Traffic noise is too high 
Ø Too much street lighting 

 

   
Parishioners' views on the mains water supply 

9%

58%

30%

3%

Good
Reasonable
Poor
No opinion

 
Parishioners views on road verge maintenance 
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Environmental  issues - continued......... 
 
PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE  AASSPPEECCTTSS  --  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL  IISSSSUUEESS  
 
Ø 81.8% said that their mains water supply was good 
Ø 69.1% of people said that the refuse collection is good 
Ø 47.7% of people said that the mains electricity supply is good. 

 

NNUUIISSAANNCCEESS  
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OOTTHHEERR  CCOOMMMMEENNTTSS  ((NNUUIISSAANNCCEESS))  
  
Ø Unpleasant odours from onion processing plant 
Ø Problems with motorbikes 
Ø Overhead power cables, electro-magnetic radiation  
Ø Problems with microlights 
ØØ Dog fouling is an on-going nuisance   

 
VVIISSIIOONN  FFOORR  TTHHEE  FFUUTTUURREE  
 
Ø Liaise with the local energy suppliers to find the route cause of the 

large number of power cuts. 
Ø A speed reduction throughout the parish, and an increase in the use 

of hand-held speed guns by local volunteers. 
Ø Encourage the reduction in the intensity of private and public 

lighting, including security lighting, by liaising with Lichfield 
District Council and Staffordshire County Council Street Lighting 
Department. 

Ø Compliance with the Weeds Act 1959 - Liaise with the local 
authority to establish their plans for management of roadside 
verges to eradicate pernicious weeds.    

Ø Raise funds to buy more dog bins for the parish. 
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COMMUNICATIONS  
. 

  
 

 
67.5% of people would consider  
signing up for broadband 
  

 

((  ((  ((  
  
 

VILLAGE FACILITIES 
 

 

OOVVEERRVVIIEEWW  
 

 
 
 The only public house in the parish, the Royal Oak, is situated on the Lichfield 
Road, at the crossroads, opposite the war memorial and its garden. The cost of the 
memorial cross, £146.16s.0d, was raised by the parishioners, and unveiled by 
General Sir Ronald Lane on April 22, 1922. 
 The Kings Bromley and District Horticultural Society purchased the Crawley Lane 
showfield during 1932. The money was raised from the profits of previous annual 
shows, and by donations. The annual show, held on the showfield at the end of July 
each year, still retains its status as one of the top horticultural and equestrian local 
shows in Staffordshire. The showfield is also used by the school, and the Swifts 
Football Club, as well as being a pleasant area for other leisure activities. 
 At one time, the parish had two shops, one of which was a post office. During 
the 1980s one of the shops closed down, and the remaining shop in Alrewas Road, 
was efficiently run for many years by Jean and Frank Flowell, Frank being the 
postmaster. After their retirement, the shop changed hands twice, and has recently 
closed down. It closed on account of private reasons, thus depriving the parish of a 
common meeting place, which hopefully can be rectified by a small shop and post 
office being sited within the grounds of the village hall. 
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AALLLL  SSAAIINNTTSS  CCHHUURRCCHH  
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Graph showing the importance of All Saints Church to parishioners 

 
Ø The community value the church the most as a historic building 

 and use it mostly for funerals and wedding. 
 
Ø One person commented that the church was not important to 

 them.  
 
Ø 14.7% of people view the church as the focal point of the 

 community  
 
Ø And 10.2% of people use it for Sunday worship. 
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VVIILLLLAAGGEE  HHAALLLL   
 

 

 
 

The village hall was last extended during the 1980’s when a kitchen and 
the indoor toilets were added.  
 
With the increased population the village hall is now too small to 
accommodate the activities of the new millennium, such as the provision 
for better sports facilities, health care and local fund-raising. 
 
76% of people who answered the questionnaire are members of one or 
more of the parish organisations.  
 
The 24% that do not belong to any organisation do not do so because of 
two main reasons -  
§ they take place at the wrong time of day (29%), or  
§ the classes are not appropriate (35%).  

 
One of the questions on the questionnaire asked -  

'if the following classes were available at the village hall would any 
of your household attend?’ 

 
The results show that there is a great need for the following classes -  

art, badminton, computer, and craft.  
 
The classes that are in greatest demand are computer classes, 42% of 
people said they would be willing to attend. 



 21 

Village hall - continued ...... 
  

MMAAIINN  IIMMPPRROOVVEEMMEENNTTSS  RREEQQUUIIRREEDD  AATT  TTHHEE  VVIILLLLAAGGEE  HHAALLLL  --  IIDDEENNTTIIFFIIEEDD  IINN  
TTHHEE  SSUURRVVEEYY  
 
Ø Improved facilities for disabled 
Ø 51% of people would like to see an enlarged main hall 
Ø 37.6% of people would like a smaller additional room 
Ø Improved kitchen 
Ø Improved heating and ventilation 
Ø Improved children's playground 

 
VVIISSIIOONN  FFOORR  TTHHEE  FFUUTTUURREE  
Ø Community fund-raising 
Ø Liaise with the village halls advisor at the Community Council of 

Staffordshire to discuss funding 
Ø Liaise with Lichfield District Council for funding 
Ø  

 
 

SSHHOOPPSS  &&  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
. 

 
 
The village shop has recently closed. There is, however, a one-day a week post office 
operating at the village hall. If this present facility proves a need to extended to a full 
time facility, there is the possibility of a small building being erected within the village 
hall grounds. 
 
Service 
Usage  

Daily 
% 

Weekly 
% 

Monthly % Occasionally 
% 

Never %  

Milk delivery 27.7 0.9  0.9 78.5 
Mobile library  1.9 6.8 22.3 69 
Newspaper  30.5 5.5  0.9 63.1 
Supermarket 
home delivery 

0.9 4.9 1.8 25.7 66.7 

Post office 36.6 43.8 7.2 6.5 5.9 
Village hall 0.9 19.8 17.1 40.5 21.7 
Village pub  12.8 13.7 47.9 25.6 

This table illustrates that the post office is still used frequently. 
 
When asked for further comments 53% of parishioners commented that a village/ 
shop/post office is much needed.  
 
If a village shop was re-opened in the parish only 0.3% of people would not use it.  
 

18% of parishioners would use it daily, 24% weekly and 63% occasionally.  
 
In addition, there is a need for milk delivery and newspaper delivery to continue. 
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Shops & Services - continued ................... 
TTHHEE  IISSSSUUEESS  
Ø There needs to be better disabled access and toilets at the village hall 
Ø The village hall requires extensive work; improved heating, internal 

storage, kitchen improvements, another small committee room, & 
enlarged main hall 

Ø Local produce sales, grocery sales and a cash point would be welcomed  
Ø A community shop is required  
Ø Education and computer classes would be well attended in the village 
Ø There is a great need for a full-time post-office 

 
VVIISSIIOONN  FFOORR  TTHHEE  FFUUTTUURREE  
Ø Community fund-raising 
Ø Liaise with the Village Retail Services Association, (VIRSA) & the local 

council regarding the post office 
Ø Liaise with Lichfield District Council for funding 

 
  

FFOOOOTTPPAATTHHSS  &&  BBRRIIDDLLEEWWAAYYSS  
  

 
The main problem appears to be bushes / nettles and high stiles. But 90% of people 
experience problems using footpaths.  
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The graph shows the need for a number of improvements to footpaths & bridleways 

  
TTHHEE  IISSSSUUEESS  
Ø 30% of people would like to see maps of local footpaths  
Ø 17% of people would like a local information point 
Ø Footpaths and bridleways create difficulties for walkers and riders 

 
VVIISSIIOONN  FFOORR  TTHHEE  FFUUTTUURREE 
Ø Appoint a voluntary footpath co-ordinator(s) 
Ø Liaise with Staffordshire County Council Countryside Services & Staffordshire 

Bridleways Association 
Ø Formation of a footpath group to investigate the possibility of producing 

further local maps and leaflets 
Ø A 'Parish Map Day’ to initiate the creation of a Parish Map and find out what 

people want on it, subject to funding. 
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CCRRIIMMEE  AANNDD  PPOOLLIICCIINNGG  
  
  

Since the questionnaire went out, a community police officer has been appointed, but this 
officer is shared with several parishes, and is taken off community duties when there is a 
shortage of manpower to cover other areas of police work. 
 
Ø 25% of parishioners considered that the police coverage in Kings Bromley 

is reasonable 
 
Ø 30.5% said it could be improved and 31.3% said it was poor indicating 

that there is a definite need for improvements. 
 
 

 
 

Graph showing parishioners expectations of future police coverage 
 
When asked what policing measures were needed, nearly 50% of parishioners would like to 
see more police cars in the area 
 
Several parishioners commented that there should be CCTV at the village hall.  
 

 

 

Yes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 No  

 
 
 
Graph showing that 16.4%  
of parishioners said they  
would be willing to become  
a Neighbourhood Watch  
Street Co-ordinator'. 
 

 
VVIISSIIOONN  FFOORR  TTHHEE  FFUUTTUURREE  
  
Ø Liaise with local police to discuss greater police coverage 

 
Ø Seek funding for CCTV 
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OTHER ISSUES 
 

  
LLooccaall  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  
 

The questionnaire results indicate that there is a lack of knowledge regarding who 
the local councillors are and of those that know who they are, only a few feel that 
the councillors are aware of local concerns and feelings.  
 
54% of people are quite satisfied with the way that council tax money is spent. 
 
Only 26.7% of people are, however, quite satisfied with the way the Lichfield District 
Council planning system is implemented. 
 
There is a definite need for local people to learn more about their local councillors 
and the way Lichfield District Council planning system works. One way of doing this 
is for more parishioners to attend parish council meetings so they can put a face to a 
councillor's name. 
 

  
CCoommmmuunniittyy  
  
SSuuggggeessttiioonnss  ffoorr  iimmpprroovviinngg  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Graph showing suggestions to improve the community 
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YYOOUUNNGG  PPAARRIISSHHIIOONNEERRSS  
 
Facilities for the younger parishioners are poor, and in a separate questionnaire they 
indicated that they would like to use the village hall grounds for basketball, netball, 
and skateboarding, and would appreciate being able to meet inside the village hall. 
 
They thought a cyber-cafe would be beneficial, and 'teen shelters' would also be 
beneficial. 
 
Safe cycle path along the parish roads were mentioned 
 
But none of the young parishioners were interested in joining a group of young 
people who would be willing to present their views to councillors and other 
organisations. 
 
 

VVIISSIIOONN  FFOORR  TTHHEE  FFUUTTUURREE  
  
1. Speak to local council and organise dog fouling signage, & more litter bins 
 
2. Lobby interest in a local ‘Good Neighbour’ scheme 
 
3. Tidy up notice boards 
 

TTHHEE  PPAARRIISSHH  MMAAGGAAZZIINNEE  
 
The Parish Magazine is produced by All Saints Church, and it is essential that it 
continues to be distributed because it is clear that it is a vital instrument in providing 
information about local events that are taking place in the community.  
 
The notice board is only used by 11% of people. However, if it is tidied up more 
people may use it. 

 
 
The questionnaire indicated that 89% of parishioners would be willing to support 
projects that encourage people to work together, such as the Parish Plan. Working 
together is essential, as the next step is to implement the ideas that have come to 
light from the Parish Plan survey. If people work together they can make things 
happen! 
 

êêêêê 




